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MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Saturday, September 3rd 
Immaculate Conception at 6:00 pm 

Confessions are available at 5:00 pm 
 

Sunday, September 4th 
Sacred Heart at 8:30 am 

Immaculate Conception at 10:30 am 
 

Please note: Father Christofferson will be absent this week for the 
annual priest assembly in Butte. 

 
Saturday, September 10th 

Mass cancelled due to bishop’s visit. 
 

Sunday, September 11th 
Mass at Sacred Heart cancelled due to bishop’s visit. 

Immaculate Conception at 10:00 am (note time change). 

A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR 
 

 In June of 2019 the Holy Father, Pope Francis, issued a 
note from the seat of the Apostolic Penitentiary on the Solemnity of 
Saints Peter and Paul.  The Apostolic Penitentiary is a tribunal with-
in the Roman Curia that deals with matters pertaining to the Sacra-
ment of Confession and its inviolable seal of secrecy.  What is inter-
esting about this note is the manner in which the Holy Father chose 
to preface his remarks regarding the seal of confession.  Check this 
out.  To add clarification to some of the terms used I will add brief 
editorial notes in italics as well as underscores. 
 

“In this time of human history so troubled, the increasing 
techno-scientific progress does not seem to correspond to an appro-
priate ethical how the moral precepts of the Christ are applied to 
concrete situations and social development, but rather to a real cul-
tural and moral ‘involution’ involution is the shrinkage of an organ 
which, forgetting God — if not actually hostile — becomes unable to 
recognize and respect, in every sphere and at every level, the essen-
tial coordinates of human existence our supernatural destiny and 
with them, the very life of the Church. 

If technical progress is not matched by corresponding 
progress in man’s ethical formation, in man’s inner growth, then it is 
not progress at all, but a threat for man and for the world. As we 
develop new technologies, we do not take the time to consider its use 
in a manner that respects the dignity of the human person. Also, in 
the field of private and mass-media communications the ‘technical 
possibilities’ grow inordinately, but not love for the truth, the com-
mitment in seeking it, the sense of responsibility before God and 
men; a worrying disproportion between means and ethics becomes 
apparent. Communicative hypertrophy the enlargement of an organ 
seems to turn against the truth and, consequently, against God and 
against man; against Jesus Christ, God-made-man, and the Church, 
his historical and real presence. 

A certain ‘longing’ for information has spread in recent 
decades, thanks to the advent of the 24-hour news cycle? almost re-
gardless of its real trustworthiness and timeliness, to the point that 
the ‘world of communication’ seems to want to ‘replace’ reality, 
both by conditioning the perception of it and by manipulating the 
understanding of it. In this regard I cannot but help think of the post-
modern French philosopher Jean Baudrillard who basically suggested 
that our culture is saturated with copies made of copies that not only 
obscure reality but replace it. Do we even know what reality is any-
more?  Unfortunately, from this tendency, which can take on the 
disturbing traits of morbidity disease, the ecclesial structure itself 
the visible Church — which lives in the world and sometimes as-
sumes its parameters — is not immune. In other words, one of the 
risks of being in the world is being infected by its ways causing sick-
ness in the Church. Frequently, even among believers, precious ener-
gies are employed in the search for ‘news’ — or true and proper 
‘scandals’ — suited to the sensitivity of a certain section of public 

Christ Blessing 
Titian (c. 1488-1576) 

Mark your calendars! 
 
On Sunday, September 11th, Bishop Vetter will be visiting the parish.  In 
order to accommodate his visit the regular weekend schedule will be 
suspended.  Mass will be offered at 10 am at Immaculate Conception and 
a brunch will follow immediately in the parish hall.  There will be no Mass 
that weekend in Ronan. 

A Vigil Service and Rosary for Rod McElwee will be held at Lake 

Funeral Home on Monday, September 12th at 7:00 pm and a Mass for 

the repose of his soul the next day on Tuesday, September 13th at 

11:00 am at Immaculate Conception Church.  May he rest in peace.  

Homestead Craft 
Meets twice a month on Saturday 

mornings at Immaculate Conception to 
learn and share in practical skills and 
lost arts, and to build a community in 

the process! 
First session meets September 10th  

from 9  to 10:30 am. 

Topic #1: Stocking the Pantry 
We hope you will join in on this new 

(but very old) adventure! 

Questions? Contact Barb Marshall at (406)361-0849 or Marilyn Marnin at (406)696-9293. 



                          Liturgy Calendar & Mass Intentions 
 
Saturday, September 3rd 

Vigil of the Twenty-Third Sunday of Ordinary Time 
Repose of the Soul of Dar Ekstrom, rb Bud & Donna Radtke 
Sunday, September 4th 

Twenty-Third Sunday of Ordinary Time 
Sick & Shut-Ins of the Parish/ 
The Intentions of the Parish Faithful 

opinion, with goals and objectives that certainly do not belong to 
the theandric nature of the Church. The term ‘theandric’ refers to the 
cooperation between divine and human activity. All this is to the 
grave detriment of the proclamation of the Gospel to every being, and 
the needs of the mission. It must be humbly admitted that at times, 
even the ranks of the clergy, up to the highest levels, are present in 
this trend.” – Note of the Apostolic Penitentiary, Pope Francis, June 
2019 

 
 One of my reasons for sharing this, in all of its complexity, 
is to demonstrate in some small fashion that the Church is still pur-
suing its course.  I am fully aware that not everybody has the time to 
delve into and study what is really going on in the Church, that’s my 
job strictly speaking, and so is passing along to you what I know and 
learn. 
 Here’s the deal, there is the Church, and there is the 
“church-of-the-media,” not to mention the “media-papacy.” Both 
represent gross distortions of the nature and the essence of the 
Church and the truth of Jesus Christ.  There is an excessive drive in 
the world of “catholic” media to locate scandal where scandal is not 
to be found in order to satisfy a certain “base” and maintain high 
numbers of clicks and likes on social media; to generate hostility 
and even hatred for our Holy Father, and to weaken faith in the 
divine institution of the Church.  It is having its effect. 
 What the Holy Father is offering in his note to the Apostol-
ic Penitentiary is something of an examination of conscience when it 
comes to our use and consumption of media and the effects it might 
have on our interiority and growth in holiness.  Read what he has to 
say a few times, and really try to enter into the message that he is 
communicating.  At the end of the day, the Holy Father is asking us 
to take a step back and examine from a moral and ethical standpoint 
our relationship with the media and its content.  Do we approach 
the media with the “mind of Christ,” or do we allow our minds to 
shrink and shrivel up on account of the distortions and representa-
tions of the news that present to us what they believe to be “real?”  
In other words, does a “thirst” for news take the place for the desire 
for the truth? 
 Again, read and re-read what the Holy Father is saying 
and sincerely and humbly strive to understand what he is saying, 
and then take these things to prayer.  I know that this note from the 
Holy Father involves a little intellectual work and heavy lifting, but 
it is Labor Day after all.  Right?  Have a safe holiday weekend and a 

Humbly asking for your prayers 
Marcy Bishop, Maryalice Rouselle, The Clay Family, Virginia Rubel, Michael Conrad, Ellen Holland, Kaylee Martin, Dave Evertz, Steve 

Ducharme, Kate Shrider Olsen, Don Herbst, Bill Nash, Donna Jacobs, Derrie Edge, Madge Vert, Bob Mahon, Traven & Marisa Hoyt, 
Heather Stocki, Betty Bjork, Bill Posivio, Mauri Morin, Zane & Carol Kelly, Vicki Weiss.  

 
Please help to keep the list current by contacting the Parish Office.  Also, out of respect for a person's privacy, please make sure that all 

individuals wish to be publicly identified.   
 

Grace be to you and peace.  We give thanks to God always for you all;  Making a remembrance of you in our prayers without ceas-
ing.  1 Thessalonians 1:2 

 
The Holy Father’s prayer intention for September 

 
Abolition of the Death Penalty: We pray that the death penalty, which attacks the dignity of the human person, may be 

legally abolished in every country. 

Please pray for our seminarians! 
Dillon Armstrong, Shae Bills, Lane Buus, John Cooney, Riley Helgoe, Alex Olmes, Brett Rotz, Jamie Severson, Deacon Kyle Tannehill, Carter Anderson, 

Matt Keck, Anthony Olmes, Jack Peed, James Semling, and Kaleb Mitchell. 

Food Pantry Necessities 
Peanut butter and cereal are a constant need; as well as 
oats, flour and rice.  Fresh produce, including garden pro-
duce, are accepted. Pet foods are frequently in demand, 
and clients tend to prefer healthy options for food that are 
not so loaded with sugar.  The Food Pantry will also ac-
cept money donations as well. Charitable donations may 
be left in the basket at the entrance of the church.  

Family Night kicks off at Head Over Heels gym in Polson 
at 6:00 pm on September 21st! 

 
Registration forms will soon be available at the 

entrances of the churches. Please register ahead of time 
if you can so we can get an accurate head count 

great week.  Remember, next week I will be in Butte with Bishop 
Vetter and my brother priests for our annual convocation.  This 
year we will have a course in art history.  Should be very pleasant.  
 
God bless, 
Fr. Kevin Christofferson 

All ladies are invited to a dessert and coffee Endow kick-off social to 
introduce our new study for the fall, Salvifici Doloris.   
 

Meet in the parish hall on Thursday, September 22nd from 2:00 to 3:00 
pm for coffee, tea, sweet treats, and good company.   
 

The ladies' group meets on Thursday mornings at 10:30 am, beginning 
October 6th.   
 

Come to the social for more information.  Everyone is welcome! Bring 
a friend who might be interested.  Call Sheila LeBrun with questions or 
comments at 406-208-5788. 

Religious education classes will begin 
September 28th, pre-K through high 

school, and lessons for the  
grown-ups, too! 



Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Entrance Antiphon: 
 
You are just, O Lord, and your judgment is right; 
treat your servant in accord with your merciful love. 
 
Collect: 
 
O God, by whom we are redeemed and receive adoption, 
look graciously upon your beloved sons and daughters, 
that those who believe in Christ 
may receive true freedom 
and an everlasting inheritance. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever 
 
Readings: 
 
First Reading: Wis 9:13-18b 
Responsorial Psalm: Ps. 90:3-4,5-6,12-13,14-17 
   R. In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge. 
Second Reading: Phlm 9-10,12-17 
Alleluia: Ps 119:135: Let your face shine upon your servant; and 
teach me your laws. 
Gospel: Lk 14:25-33 
 
Catechism of the Catholic Church: 
 
The Word became flesh to be our model of holiness: "Take my 
yoke upon you, and learn from me." "I am the way, and the truth, 
and the life; no one comes to the Father, but by me." On the moun-
tain of the Transfiguration, the Father commands: "Listen to 
him!" Jesus is the model for the Beatitudes and the norm of the 
new law: "Love one another as I have loved you." This love implies 
an effective offering of oneself, after his example. (CCC 459) 

Parish Offertory Progress Report 
Fiscal Year beginning July 1st  

 
Immaculate Conception  
$28,993 of $175,000 (17%) 
Sacred Heart/St. Joseph  

$6,888 of $44,500 (15%) 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 

DIVINE MERCY RADIO 
90.7 FM 

 
 
 

DMR is a locally owned, 
listener supported non-

profit 501(c)3 
PO Box 568 

Polson, MT 59860 

ROSARY GROUP 
 

St. Joseph Hospital 
Chapel 

 
Monday at 6:00 pm 
Friday at 9:00 am 

All Sunday homiles 
are available on 
YouTube and can 
be found by 
searching the full 
name Fr. Kevin 
Christofferson. 

September 8th 

Saint Peter Claver 

Feast Day September 9th 

 

To love God as He ought to be loved, we 
must be detached from all temporal love. 
We must love nothing but Him, or if we 
love anything else, we must love it only 
for His sake. 

Know someone who is not yet Catholic, and 
interested in learning about the Catholic faith? 
Tell them to “Come and See”! 
 
Come and See is a presentation of the Catholic 
Faith using Credo, a program  developed by the 
Thomistic Institute of the Dominican Friars. (See 
more details on page 4!) 



ENDOW Women’s Study Group 
This year we will be studying the Apostolic Letter of St. Pope John 
Paul II Salvifici Doloris on the meaning of human suffering. Meet-
ings are on Thursdays at 10:30 am and will begin on October 6th.  
Please contact Sheila LeBrun  at 208-5788 for more information 
and cost of materials.  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
The dates and times for monthly meetings 
and breakfasts will be announced in the 
bulletin.  If you are interested in becom-
ing a Knight or an Associate, please call 
Bruce Simpson (Ronan) at 406-493-9951 
or Luke Venters (Polson) at 406-871-
6112 

That Man Is You! 
A study and fellowship group for men (and their sons).  Meetings 
are on Thursday morning from 7:00 am to 8:00 am and begin with 
a hot protein breakfast and premium roast coffee.  Meetings begin 
on September 22nd. 

Wednesday night is Family Night and there is 
a little of something for everyone of all ages, 
from pre-school to adult and seniors.  Faith 
formation opportunities include: pre-school, 
Religious Education, Sacramental Prepara-
tion (First Confession, First Communion and 
Confirmation). Family Night begins on 
Wednesday, September 21st at 6:00 pm 
with registration for Religious Education. Dinner will be provided 
each Family Night at 7:00 pm. 

FIRST WEEKEND DEVOTIONS 
 

Devotional materials and catechesis are available at the 
entrance of the church in advance of each first weekend. 

 
First Wednesdays 

Votive Mass in honor of St. Joseph at 12:10 pm 
as well as all Wednesdays when permitted. 

 
First Thursdays 

Votive Mass in honor of the priesthood 
of  Jesus Christ at 12:10 pm when per-

mitted. 
Holy Hour of Reparation to the Sacred 

Heart of Jesus at 7:00 pm. 
 

First Fridays 
Votive Mass in honor of the Sacred 

Heart of Jesus when permitted for 9 consecutive First 
Fridays from September through May at 12:10 pm 

 
First Saturdays 

Confessions are heard at 9:30 am and Mass in honor of 
the Immaculate Heart of Mary is offered at 10:00 am.  
After Mass the Rosary is prayed followed by a 15 mi-
nute period of private meditation on one or any of the 
mysteries of the Rosary as Our Lady had requested.  

COME AND SEE 
Come and See is a presentation of the Catholic 
Faith using Credo, a program  developed by 
the Thomistic Institute of the Dominican Fri-
ars. The program makes use of brief video 
presentations that follow a participants book 
with explanations and study questions.  The 
program is for non-Catholic spouses, Catho-
lics who would like a comprehensive refresh-

er, and for all who simply have questions and are searching.  
The program is offered on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am 
before Mass beginning on September 18th. 

PARISH ACTIVITIES 
2022-2023 

KNITTING GROUP 
Knitting Group Knitters and Crocheters meet in the parish 
hall of Immaculate Conception on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday 
of the month from 1:30 pm to 3:30 pm. Please contact Julie 
Hille at 715-882-2716 for more information. All are wel-
come!  

KOLBE ACADEMY 
A course on apologetics and church history from the Kolbe Acade-
my with a foundation in Scripture and the Catechism will be facil-
itated by Jason Edwards as part of the Family Night activities on 
Wednesday nights.  The course is intended for those who have 
been Confirmed (high school) and adults. 

HOMESTEAD CRAFT 
For a lack of a better term we are using “Homestead Craft” for the 
time being.  This activity is one that it aimed at creating a greater 
sense of community within the parish.  This community building  
project will be held on 2 Saturdays each month at Immaculate 
Conception and will include practical lessons and sharing.  Some 
topics will include canning and preserving, how to stock a pantry, 
home safety and creating a first aid kit, gardening tips and home 
health remedies, communications and emergency preparedness, 
and on and on.  Part of the purpose of this 
project is to recover the “lost” skills and 
arts of our parents and grandparents 
while building a local community network 
of neighbors.  For more information you 
may call Barb Marshall at 406-361-0849 
or Marilyn Marnin at 406-696-9293. 


